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Reminder that our Fall Forum meeting will 
be held October 3 and 4, 2023 

in Salt Lake City, UT.  

Please remember to register using this link.

The DSWG Meeting will follow on 
October 5, 2023.

Daniel B. Shrum, Executive Director

++
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In this Issue...Find news about the Fall Meeting, Agreement State Grant 
Opportunity for Pilot Study, Nuclear Legislative Working Group, Rare Earth 
Extraction Pilot Project, a NORM conference, new GAO reports on nuclear 

issues and the Forum Board’s focus, along with compact and regional news. 

wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwPlease submit 
comments, 

suggestions or articles 
for the LLW notes to 

margaretllwf@gmail.
com

A Message from Dan Shrum, Executive Director

See page 5 for Fall Meeting information.
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Acronyms Used in LLW notes

CFR        �Code of Federal Regulations
CRCPD   Conference of Radiation Control Program 
                    Directors
DOE        U.S. Department of Energy
DOT        U.S. Department of Transportation
EPA         U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
IAEA        International Atomic Energy Agency
ICRP        International  Commission on Radiation
                    Protection
LLWF       Low-Level Waste Forum
NARM     Naturally occurring and accelerator produced 
                     radioactive material
NCRP      National Council on Radiation Protection and  
                     Measurements
NORM     Naturally occurring radioactive material
NRC         U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
OAS         Organization of Agreement States
TENORM Technologically enhanced naturally occurring 
                      radioactive material

About LLW Forum

LLW Forum, established to facilitate state 
and compact implementation of the Low-Level 
Radioactive Waste Policy Amendments Act of 1985, 
promotes the objectives of the low-level radioactive 
waste regional compacts.  LLW Forum provides 
opportunity for state and compact officials to 
share information with each other and to exchange 
views with officials of federal agencies and other 
interested parties.

LLW notes, a copyrighted publication of the 
LLW Forum, is distributed bimonthly to the Board 
of Directors of the Low-Level Radioactive Waste 
Forum, an independent non-profit corporation.  
Anyone--including compacts, states, federal 
agencies, private associations, companies and 
others--may support and participate in the LLW 
Forum by purchasing memberships and/or by 
contribution grants or gifts.  For information on 
LLWF memberships and/or subscriptions to the 
LLW notes, visit www.llwforum.org or contact 
Daniel Shrum, Executive Director, telephone  (801) 
580-3201, dshrum@llwforum.org.  For permission 
to reproduce or share information from LLW notes, 
see the Copyright Policy at the conclusion of this 
publication.
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Forum Corner
LLW Forum Meeting Dates

Fall 2023 LLW Forum Meeting
October 3 and 4, 2023

DSWG Meeting October 5, 2023
Salt Lake City, UT

Clive Disposal Facility Tour 
October 2, 2023

LLW Forum Board of Directors
October 4, 2023 Quarterly Meeting

Salt Lake City, UT

Spring 2024 Meeting
Host: Southeast Compact 

April 2-3, 2024
DSWG Meeting

April 4, 2024
Orlando, FL

Safety Moment
	

Tom spoke about safety in business. He 
remarked the first thing to do is to eliminate 
the hazard. A lot of health and safety 
programs miss that he said. 

Board Meeting Focus

The Board’s focus at the quarterly meeting 
on July 10, 2023 included: 

•	Agenda and plans for the Fall Meeting
•	Issues related to import/export 

between compacts - Stephen Raines 
noted that Texas withdrew the rule 
because they need to solve procedural 
issues, but it will be put back out. 

•	DSWG renewal
•	Progress on Part 61 activities
•	Bylaws:  Tom will take the Bylaws off 

the table for now and work on it some 
more, and revisit at the next meeting.  

•	A suggestion from PA about more periodic 
updates from the NRC regarding low-level 
waste program activities and initiatives. 
Dan met with Stephen Koenick and 
Jane Marshall, and they are looking into 
activities that LLWF and NRC can work 
on together, which could lead to being 
more involved in the rule-making process.

•	Potential for future Forum meeting 
in Midland/Odessa, TX with 
tours of WCS and URENCO

 

Executive Director News
Dan reported on activities, including:

•	Renewal of DSWG for two years, 
as was already approved

•	Meetings attended, travel and presentations
•	RadWaste Summit 2.0
•	Drop-in with Jane Marshall. One 

outcome is the compacts having 
input into GTCC waste issues. 

•	Meeting on Part 61 July 13, 2023, with 
technical people from NRC present. 

•	Southeast and Texas/Vermont 
Compact meetings and a presentation 
at the Southeast Compact meeting

•	Midland/Odessa travel to evaluate 
a hotel for future meeting

•	EPRI training and Part 61 panel

mailto:jklinger@llwforum.org
www.llwforum.org
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Mission & Operations Committee 

•	 Two surveys were conducted. One was 
a follow-up of the satisfaction survey. Only 
six people replied and the committee was 
a bit disappointed at the lack of responses. 
The survey indicated general satisfaction 
with the organization. Meetings are viewed 
very favorably. People are in agreement 
that the Forum is a valuable asset to their 
organization. Meetings, Newsletters, and 
NewsFlashes are viewed as the top benefits.

•	 Question 10 was for suggestions.  
Some responses were related to attracting 
new talent to the industry. Ideas include 
perhaps collaborating on sponsorship 
opportunities for students or creating a 
task group for attracting new talent.  Other 
comments included requests:

•	 to focus on emerging technologies
•	 to have an orientation for new 

members
•	 to have more direct involvement in 

rule-making
It is still an open survey.  The committee 

can distribute again and solicit more 
responses. Considerations are how often 
these surveys are distributed, time for 
completion and having continuity in 
questions so responses can be compared. 

Ed, Dan, and Cecilia will look at the 
suggestions and keep them on the future 
agenda as old business.

Focus on Financials

Treasurer’s Report – Alyse Peterson

Current Highlights:

•	 LLWF is earning 5.9% interest on the 
CD investment.

•	 Officers are working on paperwork 
regarding getting everyone access to 
accounts and paperwork is making its 
way around the country. 

•	 Status of the reserves -  Alyse will put 
together a timeline for the past few 
months. The goal is to have a reserve 
of 18 months, which is approximately 
$600,000. Presently the reserve is 
approximately $499,000. LLWF has 
been in the black since 2019. Annual 
spending is around $400,000 a year.

 Recruiting Treasurer in Spring 2024

Tom asked Alyse about how many hours 
being treasurer requires in advising  future 
volunteers.   Alyse noted that depends on the 
month.   A slow month is two hours at most. 
Seasonal month could be about half a day. 
The accountant puts together the information 
and enters into QuickBooks. Alyse has 
access to that account just in case. It would 
be helpful to learn QuickBooks, but not 
imperative. 

Forum Corner

mailto:jklinger@llwforum.org
www.llwforum.org
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Please Join Us 

for the Fall Forum Meeting 

LLWF 
Fall Meeting

Clive Disposal Facility Tour: October 2, 2023
LLW Forum Meeting: October 3-4, 2023

DSWG Meeting: October 5, 2023

Salt Lake City, Utah

Reserve your room now while the rates are low!

Click here to book a room.

Click here to register.

Click here to see the draft agenda.

Sign U
p

 N
OW

!

“We have some new 
exciting topics on the agenda, 

such as modular reactors.”

Joe Klinger, Past Chair

“We are looking forward to 
welcoming everyone in Salt Lake City.”   

Doug Hansen, Chair-Elect

LLWF Fall Meeting 2023

mailto:jklinger@llwforum.org
www.llwforum.org
https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-link.mi?id=1684529705917&key=GRP&app=resvlink
https://llwforum.org/llw-forum-meeting/#registration
http://llwforum.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Draft-Agenda-July-2023.pdf
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Disused Sources Working Group

The DSWG is seeking an Agreement State Program to participate in a 
pilot study to determine the resources necessary to add IAEA Category 
3 radioactive sealed sources to the NRC’s National Source Tracking 
System (NSTS).  The IAEA has developed a classification system based 
on the hazard the source presents.  This system has Category 1 as the most 
dangerous and Category 5 as the least.  In relative terms, Category 3 is the 
threshold for being classified as dangerous.  Category 3 sources can present 
a radiological and security hazard when misused, lost, or stolen.  The NRC 
requires that Category 1 and 2 sealed sources are reported to the NSTS.  

The DSWG has advocated adding Category 3 sources to the NSTS since 
it published its report in 2014.  However, resistance has been met from the 
NRC and Agreement State programs stating that the effort required is not 
justified based on the lack of a perceived hazard associated with Category 3 
sources.  

The DSWG is seeking to conduct a pilot study with an Agreement State 
program to determine the resources necessary to add Category 3 sealed 
sources to the NSTS.  

For more information, see the proposal on the following page.  Contact for 
additional details:  michael@michaelklebe.com

DSWG Update – August 2023
by Michael Klebe

The next DSWG meeting 
will be held on 

Thursday, October 5, 2023, 
following the LLW Forum meeting 

in Salt Lake City, UT.

mailto:jklinger@llwforum.org
www.llwforum.org
mailto:michael@michaelklebe.com
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Disused Sources Working Group

PHASE ONE

1.	 Determining the resources (labor time 
and associated expenses) needed to identify 
the licensees (specific or general) who possess 
Category 3 sealed sources.

2.	 Determining the resources needed to 
identify the information regarding the Category 
3 sealed sources and proper format for inclusion 
in the NRC’s National Source Tracking System 
(NSTS).

3.	 Determine the impact to the licensees 
possessing Category 3 sealed sources for 
maintaining their sealed source information in 
the NSTS in the same manner as required for 
Category 1 and 2 sealed sources.

4.	 Determine the resources needed to create 
and implement an informational campaign 
to educate the licensees identified above on 
maintaining their source information in the NSTS.

5.	 Determine whether changes are required 
in the Agreement State program’s regulations 
to require the tracking of Category 3 sealed 
sources and what resources would be necessary to 
implement those changes.

PHASE TWO

1.	 Identify the licensees (specific and general) 
who possess Category 3 sealed sources.

2.	 For each licensee identified in task #1, 
collect and assemble in an electronic format 
suitable for inclusion in the NSTS the information 
equivalent to that required by the NSTS for 
Category 1 and 2 sealed sources.

3.	 Develop an informational campaign to 
educate and inform licensees possessing Category 3 
sealed sources of the reporting requirements of the 
NSTS.

4.	 Develop a draft of the amendments required 
for the Agreement State program’s regulations to 
require report of Category 3 sealed sources to the 
NSTS.

Grant Opportunity: Pilot Study with an Agreement State Program to Determine the 
Resources Necessary to Add Category 3 Sealed Sources to the NSTS

FUNDING

To compensate the Agreement State program for 
the time and effort required to participate in this 
pilot study, Phase One would be funded as a flat 
fee grant.  Phase Two would be funded based on 
the resource estimate developed during Phase One 
of the pilot study.  

DELIVERABLES

The Phase One deliverable will consist of a 
written report that documents the Agreement State 
program’s assessment of the tasks identified in 
Phase One.

Phase Two is contingent on securing suitable 
funding.  The deliverable for Phase Two will be an 
electronic database that contains the information 
assembled in Task 2, a copy of the educational 
program including all printed and visual media 
presentations, and a copy of the draft regulatory 
changes.

SCOPE OF STUDY

CONTACT

michael@michaelklebe.com

mailto:jklinger@llwforum.org
www.llwforum.org
mailto:michael@michaelklebe.com
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The schedule to deliver a proposed rule to the Commission has been 
extended from November 2023 to May 2024, and the schedule for delivering 
a final rule to the Commission has been extended from May 2025 to 
November 2025.

Through this rulemaking, the NRC staff will provide the Commission 
with a proposed rule to amend NRC’s regulations to revise the licensing 
requirements for low-level radioactive waste disposal and to add disposal 
requirements for Greater-Than-Class-C (GTCC) per direction in SRM-
SECY-20-0098, “Staff Requirements – SECY-20-0098 – Path Forward 
and Recommendations for Certain Low-Level Radioactive Waste Disposal 
Rulemakings,” dated April 5, 2022. The proposed rule would ensure that the 
low-level radioactive waste streams that are significantly different from those 
considered during the development of Part 61, “Licensing Requirements 
for Land Disposal of Radioactive Waste,” of Title 10 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations (10 CFR Part 61), such as depleted uranium, would continue to 
be disposed of safely and meet the performance objectives for land disposal of 
low-level radioactive waste.

Additional details of the rulemaking can be found on the NRC’s public 
rulemaking website at https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/
rulemaking-ruleforum/active/ruledetails.html?id=34.

Please contact George Tartal at George.Tartal@nrc.gov or (301) 415-0016 
with any questions.

Integrated LLRWD Rulemaking

NRC Announces Six-month Extension to Its Schedule for the Integrated Low-Level 
Radioactive Waste Disposal Rulemaking

Note: A July 13th Webinar, "DOE Webinar on Regulatory 
Concepts for the Integrated Low-Level Radioactive Waste Disposal 
Rulemaking" was presented by Priya Yadav and David Esh, NRC. 
The slideshow presented material summarized by Dan Shrum in the 
May-June 2023 issue of the LLW notes.

mailto:jklinger@llwforum.org
www.llwforum.org
https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/rulemaking-ruleforum/active/ruledetails.html?id=34
https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/rulemaking-ruleforum/active/ruledetails.html?id=34
mailto:George.Tartal@nrc.gov
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EM Engages With Stakeholders at Nuclear 
Legislative Working Group Meeting

IDAHO FALLS, Idaho – The Idaho National 
Laboratory (INL) recently hosted the National 
Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) 
Nuclear Legislative Working Group (NLWG) 
meeting, offering a tour of the site and facilities for 
lawmakers to discuss nuclear related legislation 
and engage with DOE and EM officials.

“I was pleased to not only present at the meeting, 
but to listen to the NLWG members’ discussion 
and answer questions about our 15 remaining 
cleanup sites,” said EM External Affairs Director 
Stephen Clutter. He shared with the group glossy 
copies of the new EM Strategic Vision: 2023-
2033, which offers a blueprint to the program’s 
anticipated accomplishments over the next decade 
that will protect the public and environment.

The group toured the INL Site over a day and a 
half, seeing firsthand cutting-edge technology and 

learning from the world’s leading experts in the 
energy and nuclear decommissioning field. The 
tour included visits to the Advanced Test Reactor, 
Transient Reactor Test Facility, Materials and 
Fuels Complex, Advanced Reactor Demonstration 
Panel, and Space Systems Building, concluding 
with a stop at INL’s Energy Systems Laboratory.

Meeting attendees listened to presentations 
and interacted with speakers and officials from 
INL, EM, DOE Office of Nuclear Energy (NE), 
Nuclear Energy Institute, Nuclear Innovation 
Alliance, TerraPower, Electric Power Research 
Institute, City of Idaho Falls, Idaho Advanced 
Energy Consortium, and Idaho Department of 
Commerce. Also attending were legislators from 
Alaska, Arkansas, Colorado, Georgia, Idaho, 
Kentucky, Maryland, Montana, New Jersey, 
New Mexico, Tennessee, Utah, Washington, West 
Virginia and Wyoming.

Source:  EM Update, 
Vol. 15, Issue 26  |  July 11, 2023

NLWG’s mission is to 
provide legislative members 
the opportunity to learn 
about the cleanup of federal 
nuclear weapons production 
and research facilities, 
transportation and storage of 
radioactive waste, and areas 
of interest related to nuclear 
energy that affect the United 
States. The working group is 
made up of legislators from 
select states appointed by state 
legislative leadership. They 
meet biannually at various DOE 

and commercial facilities across 
the country.

The working group is 
supported by funding from EM 
and NE. EM supports a number 
of institutionalized activities 
and relationships with various 
national intergovernmental 
organizations by means 
of grants and cooperative 
agreements. Other 
organizations supported by EM 
include Energy Communities 
Alliance, Environmental Council 
of States, National Association 

of Attorneys General, National 
Governors Association and 
State and Tribal Government 
Working Group (STGWG). NCSL 
coordinates and facilitates the 
interactions for DOE related to 
NLWG and STGWG.

See the article in News 
Reactor, August 2023, 
published by the National 
Conference of State 
Legislatures at this link.

Nuclear Legislative Working Group (NLWG) 
of the National Conference of State Legislatures

About the Nuclear Legislative Working Group

mailto:jklinger@llwforum.org
www.llwforum.org
https://www.ncsl.org/newsletter/details/news-reactor-august-2023
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Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) 
Strategic Vision: 2023-2033

Planned Cleanup Scope 2023–2033
It is anticipated during the next 10 years, 

approximately 883,000 cubic feet (25,000 cubic- 
meters) of TRU waste from EM, NNSA and small 
quantity sites will be emplaced at WIPP. WIPP will 
continue to work closely with EM-LA to expedite the 
shipping of their legacy waste. EM-LA will remain 
the only EM site with an “atready” arrangement with 
WIPP, meaning when EM-LA has waste ready to ship, 
WIPP will accept it.

Post-2033 Cleanup Scope
DOE currently anticipates operating WIPP beyond 

2050.
The expected life of the project is limited by the 

volume of waste allowed under the LWA, which does 
not specify an operating period for WIPP. Before taking 
any actions outside the scope of DOE’s existing NEPA 
analysis and decisions, DOE will determine the need for 
and conduct, as appropriate, further NEPA analyses.

Source: EM Strategic Vision: 2023–2033, WIPP 
article at this link.

Source:  Slides, WIPP Community Forum                                           
July 11, 2023
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Disposal & Decommissioning

International Conference on 
the Safety of Radioactive Waste 
Management, Decommissioning, 
Environmental Protection and 
Remediation: Ensuring Safety and 
Enabling Sustainability

6–10 November 2023, Vienna, 
Austria

Purpose: To provide a forum for 
exchanging information, experiences, and 
anticipated future developments for keeping 
the highest levels of standards on safety and 
managing the interrelationships between 
safety and sustainability, in the context of 
the themes and topics of the conference. 

Focus: Safety and on the existing 
interrelationships between safety and 
sustainability and consider how these can be 
addressed in an integrated way 

See https://www.iaea.org/events/
icwedr2023

ABOUT WIPP

WIPP is located 33 miles southeast of 
Carlsbad, New Mexico, in the Chihuahuan 
Desert.

•	Waste is disposed of in a set of panels 
located nearly one-half mile below the 
surface (2,150 feet) in a deep geologic salt 
bed formed 250 million years ago. 

•	Construction of WIPP started in the early 
1980s.

•	The facility began emplacing TRU waste 
in 1999 and celebrated 20 years of 
operations in 2019. 

•	To date, WIPP has received more than 
13,400 shipments. 

•	Those shipments were safely transported 
more than 16 million cumulative miles.

mailto:jklinger@llwforum.org
www.llwforum.org
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2023-05/DOE%20EM%20Strategic%20Vision%202023%20-%20WIPP.pdf
https://www.iaea.org/events/icwedr2023
https://www.iaea.org/events/icwedr2023
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NRC Issues License to Rare 
Element Resources Inc. for Rare 
Earth Extraction Pilot Project 

in Wyoming

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has issued a license 
to Rare Element Resources Inc. for a proposed pilot project 
in Wyoming to demonstrate a proprietary process to extract 
rare earth elements from ore.

Rare earth elements are essential in many applications, 
including electric automobiles, smart phones, advanced 
wind turbines, computer hard drives, magnets, and military 
systems.

RER’s Upton Pilot Project, sponsored in part by the U.S. 
Department of Energy, involves a mined pile of about 1,000 
tons of ore to be transported from the Black Hills National 
Forest in northeastern Wyoming to a rare earth element 
processing plant in Upton, Wyoming. Extracting the rare 
earth elements from the ore will produce waste streams 
including thorium and some uranium, requiring a source 
material license from the NRC.

Under the NRC license, RER will treat and stabilize the 
process wastes before sending them to a licensed low-level 
waste disposal facility.

The NRC’s review of the license application included a 
technical safety review and an environmental assessment. 
The agency published a notice of opportunity in May to 
request a hearing. No petitions were filed.

RER intends to start processing the ore pile in April 2024. 
The project is expected to take a year, followed by two years 
to decommission. The license is valid through April 30, 
2027.

Source:  NRC News Release No: 23-046 July 27, 2023
Contact: David McIntyre, 301-415-8200

LLW  notes             State and Federal Agencies, International Organizations and Committees  

FONSI
NRC issued a Finding of No 

Significant Impact (FONSI) and 
accompanying Environmental 
Assessment (EA) for an application 
request from Rare Element 
Resources, Inc. (RER) for a source 
materials license accompanying 
the construction and operation 
of a rare earth element (REE) 
separation and processing 
demonstration plant near Upton, 
Wyoming. 

SITE LOCATION
RER proposes to locate its 

proposed Demonstration Plant on 
an approximately 3.2-hectare (ha) 
(8-acre [ac]) parcel of privately 
owned land, approximately 3.2 
kilometers (km) [2 miles (mi)] 
northwest of Upton, Wyoming.

WASTE DISPOSAL
RER’s process would produce 

solid waste and wastewater 
streams. Both waste streams 
would be neutralized with 
quicklime and then combined in a 
batched process.

RER would add bentonite as 
needed to absorb excess liquid in 
the combined tailings waste. RER 
expects that nearly 100 percent of 
the radioactive material from the 
processed ore sample would be 
contained in the tailings waste. 

RER would transfer the tailings 
waste to a 27-metric ton (30-
ton) roll-off bin and store the 
waste onsite prior to planned 
weekly waste shipments by rail 
to the Waste Control Specialists 
(WCS) low-level radioactive waste 
disposal facility located in Andrews 
County, Texas. 

SIGNIFICANCE
Several U.S. governmental agencies have identified 

the growing need and reliance in the U.S. for REEs. The 
Department of Energy has identified the REEs as strategic 
resources for economic prosperity and national defense of 
the U.S.

SOURCE
 Rare Element Resources, Inc., Source Material 

License Application, dated September 13, 2022
ML22256A319 (Package) 

mailto:jklinger@llwforum.org
www.llwforum.org
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The GOA has issued its report “DOE Should Consider Including 

Expedited Nuclear Waste Treatment Alternatives in Upcoming Analysis” 
(GAO-23-106151, July 26) which states:

“The Department of Energy must treat 54 million gallons of radioactive 
waste that it is holding in aging and leak-prone underground storage tanks in 
Hanford, Washington. DOE also has to develop plans every few years that 
model and evaluate different waste treatment options.

DOE has been working to find effective alternatives to deal with the 
waste—including speeding up treatment. However, the agency hasn’t fully 
evaluated the effects of the different options for treating tank waste and 
managing the tanks.”

GAO  recommended that DOE consider all alternatives, including 
expedited treatment, in its future tank management plans.

The report specifically mentions Low-Activity Waste (LAW) facility risks 
and cost ranges and impacts. 

See the report at this link.

GAO Report on Hanford Cleanup:  DOE Should Consider Including Expedited 
Nuclear Waste Treatment Alternatives in Upcoming Analysis

“The National Nuclear Security Administration plans to invest over 
$30 billion in its major projects to modernize the research and production 
infrastructure supporting the nation’s nuclear weapons stockpile. This is our 
first biennial assessment of NNSA’s major projects.

As of March 2023, NNSA’s major projects collectively exceeded their cost 
estimates by over $2 billion. They also surpassed their collective schedules by 
almost 10 years. Cost growth and schedule delays had multiple causes, such 
as lower levels of worker productivity than planned.”

 See the report at this link.

National Nuclear Security Administration:Assessments of Major Projects
GAO-23-104402

Published: Aug 17, 2023. Publicly Released: Aug 17, 2023

mailto:jklinger@llwforum.org
www.llwforum.org
https://www.gao.gov/assets/830/827917.pdf
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-23-104402?utm_campaign=usgao_email&utm_content=topic_energy&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Small Modular Reactors  

Nuclear Power: NRC Needs to Take 
Additional Actions to Prepare to License 
Advanced Reactors

GAO-23-105997
Published: Jul 27, 2023. Publicly 

Released: Aug 24, 2023.

Some of the modifications NRC made to 
its licensing process have better prepared the 
agency to review advanced reactors. However, 
the modifications do not fully address ongoing 
challenges related to hiring and retaining the 
staff necessary to license advanced reactors. 
NRC analyzes its workforce annually and has 
implemented several measures to address its 
estimated workforce shortfalls, such as offering 
recruitment, relocation, and retention incentives 
for hard-to-fill positions. NRC recognizes its 
staffing limitations, recruitment challenges, and the 
expected influx of advanced reactor applications. 
However, NRC has not evaluated its efforts to 
address staffing gaps. NRC does not know the 
extent to which its recruitment strategies and 
incentives have had a positive effect on hiring 
and retention because the agency does not have 
benchmarks to assess their effectiveness. Without 
measures and benchmarks to assess its recruitment, 
relocation, and retention incentives and 
recruitment strategies, NRC is unable to determine 
the effectiveness of its efforts to ensure that it has 
sufficient numbers of knowledgeable staff needed 
to conduct licensing reviews in the coming years.

See the full report and recommendations at this 
link.

NRC to Issue Final Rule for Emergency 
Preparedness for Small Modular 
Reactors and Other New Technologies

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has 
directed the staff to issue a final rule and associated 
regulatory guide that applies risk-informed, 
performance-based emergency preparedness 
requirements to small modular reactors and other 
new technologies. These technologies include non-
light-water reactors, research and test reactors and 
medical radioisotope facilities.

The rule, to be published in the Federal Register 
later this year, builds on the NRC’s existing 
emergency preparedness program for large, light-
water cooled nuclear power reactors. The rule and 
related guidance, when published, will address 
how state-of-the-art facility designs and safety 
research apply to future operation of small modular 
reactors and other new technologies.

The rule’s emergency preparedness framework 
adopts a technology-inclusive and consequence-
oriented approach. The requirements include 
a scalable method to determine the size of the 
offsite emergency planning zone around a facility. 
Applicants and licensees for SMRs and other 
new technologies can use the rule in developing 
a performance-based emergency preparedness 
program as an alternative to the current offsite 
radiological emergency planning requirements.

This rule excludes: large light-water reactors 
(those licensed to produce greater than 1,000 
megawatts thermal power); fuel cycle facilities; 
and currently operating research and test reactors. 
These classes of facilities remain under the current 
requirements.

NRC News Release No: 23-048, August 14, 2023
Contact: Scott Burnell, 301-415-8200

mailto:jklinger@llwforum.org
www.llwforum.org
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-23-105997
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Appalachian Compact Commission 
Comments on Draft Interim Staff 
Guidance (ISG) on the Decommissioning 
Trust Fund (DTF) During Operations for 
Major Radioactive Component (MRC) 
Disposal. 

By Rich Janati, Compact Administrator

Appalachian Compact Commission 
provided comments to the NRC regarding the 
Draft Interim Staff Guidance (ISG) on the 
Decommissioning Trust Fund (DTF) During 
Operations for Major Radioactive Component 
(MRC) Disposal.  The ISG provides clarifying 
guidance to facilitate stakeholder understanding 
of the staff’s position on the use of the DTF and 
includes the information that would assist the 
NRC staff in assessing licensee’s request for 
exemption from the regulations as requested. 

In summary, the comments involve the 
definition of “extraordinary circumstance” and 
examples of what would the NRC consider to 
be an extraordinary circumstance, the need for 
the licensees of MRC to conduct a “cost-benefit” 
analysis to justify the need for an exemption 
request for early disposal, the establishment of 
a set of “minimum necessary requirements” for 
evaluating exemption requests, and the need for 
the NRC to seek input from the host states where 
the nuclear power plant is located for evaluating 
a licensee exemption request.

Contact:  Rich Janati, Administrator, rjanati@
pa.gov

Appalachian Compact Commission

The purpose of this proposed ISG is 
to provide the NRC staff’s regulatory 
position to licensees of nuclear power 
reactors regarding the use of funds 
from the decommissioning trust 
fund dedicated to the radiological 
decommissioning of a reactor facility 
for the disposal of major radioactive 
components (MRCs) while the facility 
is in an operational status.

This proposed ISG may be used in 
connection with requests for exemption 
from NRC regulations related to the 
withdrawal of funds from reactor 
decommissioning trust funds (DTFs).

Comments due: August 21, 2023. 
Comments received after this date 
will be considered if it is practical to 
do so, but the Commission is able to 
ensure consideration only for comments 
received on or before this date.

Submit comments at 
https://www.regulations.gov/

document/NRC-2023-0111-0001

NRC Issued for Public Comment 
Draft Interim Staff Guidance (ISG) 
“Use of the Decommissioning Trust 
Fund During Operations for Major 
Radioactive Component Disposal.”

Spent Fuel, Decommissioning and Waste Storage

mailto:jklinger@llwforum.org
www.llwforum.org
mailto:rjanati@pa.gov
mailto:rjanati@pa.gov
https://www.regulations.gov/document/NRC-2023-0111-0001
https://www.regulations.gov/document/NRC-2023-0111-0001
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Office of Environmental Management 
DOE Awards $11.7 Million to the 
Southeast New Mexico College

Cincinnati –August 14, 2023, the Department 
of Energy (DOE) awarded a non-competitive 
financial assistance Cooperative Agreement to the 
Southeast New Mexico College (SENMC), of 
Carlsbad, New Mexico for educational programs 
that will enhance the knowledge, skills, and 
abilities of current Waste Isolation Pilot Plant 
(WIPP) employees while building and training 
the next generation workforce for this important 
national cleanup resource.

SENMC will work closely with DOE and WIPP 
to design and provide education and training 
programs for current and future employees who 
reside in the Carlsbad and adjacent communities.  
....The total estimated value of the Cooperative 
Agreement is $11,724,598 with a period of 
performance of five years from August 15, 2023, 
through August 14, 2028. 

 Contact: Toni Rutherford
toni.rutherford@emcbc.doe.gov

Local Students Complete Los Alamos 
Apprenticeship Program

LOS ALAMOS, N.M. – Representatives of 
Northern New Mexico College (NNMC) and 
EM Los Alamos Field Office (EM-LA) contractor 
Newport News Nuclear BWXT Los Alamos 
(N3B) were on hand last week to congratulate 
Dominic Montaño and Milnor Branch, the most 
recent graduates of the N3B Nuclear Operator 
Apprenticeship Program (NOAP).

The apprenticeship program began in 2020 and 
is offered in conjunction with NNMC’s associate 
of applied science in nuclear operations degree 
program. N3B pays tuition and related education 
expenses for its apprentices who earn that degree.

... Montaño and Branch will join N3B as nuclear 
operators. 

Source: EM Update, Vol. 15, Issue 31  |  Aug. 15, 
2023

EM MSIPP Workshop Draws Over 265 
Participants

NORTH AUGUSTA, S.C. – More than 265 
minority serving institutions (MSI) faculty and 
students, DOE personnel and Savannah River 
National Laboratory (SRNL) employees recently 
gathered for the EM Minority Serving Institutions 
Partnership Program (EM MSIPP) Achievement 
Workshop.

“We are helping to fill the EM pipeline with our 
newest generation of highly qualified scientists, 
engineers and technical graduates that will be 
enabled to carry the EM mission forward,” Sosson 
said. ...Student opportunities under EM MSIPP 
include:

•	Competitive Research Awards;
•	Internships;
•	Savannah River Environmental 

Sciences Field Station;
•	Technology, Curriculum and 

Professional Development;
•	EM/Minority Serving Institutions Shared 

Interest Research Partnership;
•	Postdoctoral fellows; and
•	Graduate fellowship.

In fiscal year 2023, EM received $56 million in 
appropriations for the EM MSIPP. 

-Contributors: Theresa Kliczewski, Genia 
McKinley

Source: EM Update, Vol. 15, Issue 30  |  Aug. 8, 
2023

Diverse Group of Leaders Develop 
Plans to Grow Los Alamos Workforce

LOS ALAMOS, N.M. – EM co-hosted a 
workforce development summit with the Energy 
Communities Alliance and Energy Facility 
Contractors Group that drew a diverse group of 
leaders from across the region.

The well-attended event brought together city 
and county leaders from Los Alamos, Española, 
and Santa Fe, tribal leaders from the Jemez 
Pueblo and the Cochiti Pueblo, education leaders 

mailto:jklinger@llwforum.org
www.llwforum.org
mailto:toni.rutherford@emcbc.doe.gov
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Workforce Development & Recruitment

from area colleges, including the University of 
New Mexico-Los Alamos and the Northern 
New Mexico College, and participants from the 
Hanford Site area in Washington state....

The summit provided a forum for communities 
surrounding EM’s LANL cleanup site to come 
together to focus on unique challenges they face 
in hiring. As EM-LA works to strengthen its 
workforce, the surrounding communities are 
doing the same and running into many of the same 
challenges as leaders at EM-LA and N3B. The 
forum gave community representatives a platform 
to brainstorm and collaborate with each other as 
well as officials from EM, N3B and Triad.

The groups acknowledged they are trying to 
pull new hires from the same group of applicants, 
which inadvertently creates competitive tension. 
The attendees discussed ways they could work 
together to fill various positions, including creating 
a resume-sharing system that will help each other 
find qualified candidates for hard-to-fill roles.

Creating a strong pipeline for the workforce 
of the future was a main focus. Attendees talked 
about the need to help students identify job 
opportunities and guide them toward a future 
science, technology, engineering and math 
(STEM) related career path. Participants noted 
that many graduating high school students are 
not aware of workforce development training 
opportunities, grants and career opportunities 
available through local employers such as N3B. 

Source:  EM Update, Vol. 15, Issue 32  |  Aug. 
22, 2023

NRC Awards Nearly $11 Million in 
Education Grants Supporting Nuclear 
Science and Engineering Fields

The NRC announced August 22, 2023, that it 
has awarded 26 grants to 23 academic institutions, 
including three minority-serving institutions, in 20 
states, totaling nearly $11 million.

“These awards are vital to advancing nuclear 
science and research at academic institutions 
across the United States,” said NRC Regulatory 
Research Director Ray Furstenau. “The program 
continues to educate students and develop faculty 
to strengthen the nuclear workforce to meet the 
future needs for highly skilled engineers and 
scientists.”

The University Nuclear Leadership Program 
provides federal funding opportunities to 
qualified academic institutions to bolster nuclear 
engineering and related programs.

These grants include five undergraduate 
scholarships, 13 graduate fellowships, and eight 
distinguished faculty advancement awards. Each 
undergraduate scholarship provides up to $20,000 
in financial support to students over the course 
of the three-year program, and each graduate 
fellowship provides up to $50,000 to students over 
the course of the four-year program. The NRC’s 
distinguished faculty advancement awards provide 
up to $600,000 over a four-year period.

Since the program’s inception in 2009, the NRC 
has awarded 602 educational grants totaling more 
than $190 million, of which 109 were awarded 
to minority-serving institutions. This funding 
has benefited more than 176 individual faculty 
members and 4,800 students located in 39 states 
and Puerto Rico.

The complete list of grants awarded and 
general information about the grant program 
are available on the NRC’s website. The NRC 
announces grant opportunities on www.grants.
gov, which enables the public to find and apply 
for federal funding opportunities. Current funding 
opportunities for NRC educational grants can be 
found on both websites.

Source: NRC News Release No: 23-050 August 
22, 2023

Contact: Ivonne Couret, 301-415-8200

mailto:jklinger@llwforum.org
www.llwforum.org
http://www.grants.gov
http://www.grants.gov
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Meeting
October 27, 2023

The next meeting of the Appalachian Compact will 
be held on Friday, October 27, 2023.  Details to follow 
at a later date on https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/
Radiation Protection/Appalachian/Pages/Meetings-
and-Bylaws.aspx  For more information, contact Rich 
Janati, Commission Administrator, rjanati@pa.gov

New Member on the Commission 
The Governor of Pennsylvania recently appointed 

the Secretary of the PA Department of Environmental 
Protection, Richard Negrin, as a new member on the 
Commission and the appointment has been confirmed 
by the PA Senate.  Dave Allard, the former Director 
of the PA Bureau of Radiation Protection (PA BRP), 
will serve as the alternate for Secretary Negrin until 
the PA Senate confirms the appointment of the new 
PA BRP director as alternate member.  Rich Janati 
will continue his role as the Administrator of the 
Commission.

Meetings
September 2023

The next Atlantic Compact Commission Meeting 
will be held in Columbia SC on September 20, 2023. 
For more information email max@atlanticcompact.org

The agenda can be viewed at this link.

Meeting
September 12, 2023

The Central Midwest Compact (CMCC) has 
a new Kentucky Commissioner, JP Kelly.  The 
CMCC thanks Dr. Hugh Henry for his service to the 
Compact.  

The CMCC will hold its Annual Meeting September 
12, 2023 in Frankfort, KY.  If you would like to attend, 
please email loribeagles@gmail.com

Draft agenda items include:
•	Chairman & Host State Report
•	Kentucky Commissioner Report
•	Executive Assistant Report
•	Acceptance of Auditor’s Report
•	Adoption of Fiscal Year 24 Budget
•	Investment Review
•	Review the Resolution regarding Amendments to 

the Compact and Regional Management Plan
•	KY LLRW Management Update
•	IL LLRW Management Update
•	Review of FY23 Annual Report
•	Review of Bylaws

Meeting
NWIC is having its annual meeting on September 
25th.  Folks can join virtually or in-person in 
Jackson Hole, WY.  Contact Earl.Fordham@doh.
wa.gov for more information. 

Atlantic Compact
Connecticut•New Jersey•South Carolina

Central Midwest Compact
Illinois•Kentucky

Northwest Compact
Alaska•Hawaii•Idaho•

Montana•Oregon•Utah•Washington•Wyoming

mailto:jklinger@llwforum.org
www.llwforum.org
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/RadiationProtection/Appalachian/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/RadiationProtection/Appalachian/Pages/Meetings-and-Bylaws.aspx
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/RadiationProtection/Appalachian/Pages/Meetings-and-Bylaws.aspx
https://www.dep.pa.gov/Business/RadiationProtection/Appalachian/Pages/Meetings-and-Bylaws.aspx
mailto:rjanati@pa.gov
mailto:max@atlanticcompact.org
https://www.atlanticcompact.org/pdf_file_agenda/2511e08ac6f3dbe9a74b71ec59ef86b7.ACC%20Agenda%20Fall%202023.pdf
mailto:loribeagles@gmail.com
mailto:Earl.Fordham@doh.wa.gov
mailto:Earl.Fordham@doh.wa.gov
http://www.atlanticcompact.org/
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Meeting
One-Day Generators Workshop

August 29, 2023 or
August 31, 2023

The Commission is holding the first “post-
pandemic” workshops for LLRW generators. 
Sessions will include updates from the California 
Radiologic Health Branch, the Utah and Texas 
disposal facilities, and information on the SCATR 
(Source Collection and Threat Reduction) Program 
of the CRCPD.

See the information at https://swllrwcc.org/wp-
content/uploads/2023/06/Workshop-Agenda-2023.
pdf

Meetings
August 24, 2023

Andrews, TX

Thursday, October 12, 2023
via Zoom Meeting 

webinar and in person in 
Burlington, VT at 10 am.

August 24th agenda items included updated on:
•	 Contingent Volume Program
•	Impact Analysis for Future Proposed 

Rulemaking relating to 31 TAC § 675.24
•	Capacity at Andrews County 

Compact Waste Facility

To check for agendas, click here.

Texas Compact
Texas• Vermont

Southwestern Compact
Arizona•California•South Dakota•North Dakota

Scientific Insights into NORM Affected 
Industries in North America

October 17 - 19, 2023, Houston, Texas

An event dedicated to NORM, TENORM and 
radioactive waste in oil & gas, mining, water and 
other industries. Designed by acknowledged industry 
experts for NORM regulators, operators and waste 
solution providers.

 KEY TOPICS:
•	Regulation and Policy Updates 

on Waste Management
•	Oil & Gas Operators Share NORM 

Challenges and Concerns
•	NORM in New Energy Sources
•	New for 2023: Upstream, midstream, 

and downstream oil & gas operations 
and subsea decommissioning

KEY SPEAKERS:
•	Burçin Okyar - Radiation Safety Specialist, IAEA
•	Philip Egidi - Environmental Scientist, EPA
•	Rick Thompson - Montana 

Department of Environmental
•	Brian Epperson - Senior Manager, 

Regulatory, Hess Corporation
•	Ruth E. McBurney - Executive 

Director, Conference of Radiation 
Control Program Directors

•	Jonathan Major - Geologist,EPA
•	Gary Forsee - Illinois Emergency Management 

Agency and Office of Homeland Security
•	Geri Blanchard - The NORM LADY

The American Board of Health Physicists has approved the 
conference for continuing education units. Licensed engineers 
and geoscientists will receive a certificate of attendance for 
professional development hours in compliance with the rules of 
the Texas Board of Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors 
and the Texas Board of Professional Geoscientists.

Register at this link.

NORM and TENORM

Organizations 

mailto:jklinger@llwforum.org
www.llwforum.org
https://swllrwcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Workshop-Agenda-2023.pdf
https://swllrwcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Workshop-Agenda-2023.pdf
https://swllrwcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Workshop-Agenda-2023.pdf
http://www.tllrwdcc.org/about-the-comission/public-meetings/
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https://informaconnect.com/norm-natural-radiation-management-north-america/
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Atlantic
Connecticut
New Jersey
South Carolina

Southeast Compact
Alabama
Florida
Georgia
Mississippi
Tennessee
Virginia

Central Compact
Arkansas
Kansas
Louisiana
Oklahoma

Texas Compact
Texas 
Vermont

Rocky Mountain
Compact 
Colorado
Nevada
New Mexico

Northwest accepts
Rocky Mountain 
waste as agreed 
between Compacts

Appalachian
Compact 
Delaware
Maryland
Pennsylvania
West Virginia

Southwestern Compact
Arizona
California
South Dakota
North Dakota

Northwest Compact
Alaska
Hawaii
Idaho
Montana
Oregon
Utah
Washington
Wyoming

Midwest Compact
Indiana
Iowa
Minnesota
Missouri
Ohio
Wisconsin

Central Midwest
Compact
Illinois
Kentucky

District of Columbia
Maine
Massachusetts
Michigan
Nebraska
New Hampshire

New York
North Carolina
Puerto Rico
Rhode Island

Unaffiliated States

Membership details available at
llwforum.org/membership/

Low-Level Radioactive Waste Compact Membership
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Copyright Policy

All LLWF materials are copyrighted and for permission to 
use or reproduce, please send your request to the 

Daniel B. Shrum
Executive Director, 

dshrum@llwforum.org

Information Resources

•	DOE Public Affairs/Press Office  - 202/586-5806 
•	DOE Distribution Center - 202/586-9642
•	EPA  (for program information, publications, laws and regulations)  www.epa.gov
•	EPA Information Resources Center - 202/260-5922
•	EPA Listserve Network Contact Lockheed Martin EPA Technical Support at (800) 

334-2405 or email (leave subject blank and type help in body of message) 
listserver@unixmail.rtpnc.epa.gov

•	Government Accounting Office (GAO) Document Room - 202/512-6000
•	Government Printing Office (to order entire Federal Register notices) - 202/ 512-

1800
•	Legislative Resource Center (to order U.S. House of Representatives 

documents)-  202/226-5200
•	NRC Public Document Room - 202/ 634-3273
•	NRC Reference Library (NRC regulations, technical reports, information digests, 

and regulatory guides) www.nrc.gov
•	U.S. Government Printing Office (GPO) (for the Congressional Record, Federal 

Register,congressional bills and other documents, and access to more than 70 
government databases) http://www.access.gpo.gov

•	U.S. Senate Document Room - 202/224-7860
•	Variety of documents through numerous links at LLW Forum, Inc. at https://

llwforum.org/

Acknowledgment & Disclaimer

Acknowledgment: This material is based upon work supported in part by the U.S. Department of Energy 
under Award Numbers DE-EM0001364 and DE-em0003153.

Disclaimer: Neither the United States Government nor any agency thereof, nor any of their employees, 
makes any warranty, express or implied, or assumes any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, 
completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents 
that its use would not infringe privately owned rights. Reference herein to any specific commercial product, 
process, or service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise does not necessarily constitute or 
imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the United States Government or any agency thereof. 
The views and opinions of authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of the United 
States Government or any agency thereof.
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